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English Translation

Poets are not necessarily Saints

Navhati te santa karitaan kavitwa

They are not Saints, just because they write poetry.

Neither are they Saints, because of their proximity to Saints.
They are not Saints, because of their dress and surnames.
They need saintly qualities, just as a soldier is a soldier by his training
They do not become Saints by holding the Veena in their hand.
Nor by wearing clothes made of course material.

They do not become Saints by performing as minstrels.
Lecturing on the Puranas or reading of the Vedas

Or observance of rituals does not make Saints.

They are not Saints who go on a pilgrimage or observe penance.
Living in forests, adorning oneself with beads,

Or wearing singns denoting one's cult or smearing oneself with ashes,
None of these makes one a Saint.

Says, TUKA, they are mere mortals, till such time

They getrid of their egos.

1.Veena - Musical string instrument
English : D.S.VAJRAM
3, Praram, Lakaki Rasta, Pune - 411016
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